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Legislation is For None But Allah [Yusuf:40] 








And whoever does not judge by what Allah has 
revealed - then it is those who are the 
disbelievers 
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The term of Haakimiyyah, speaking more specifically, came from the 
Qur'an, where Allah said, 


“The legislation is only for Allah.” [Yusuf:40] 
"And He (Allah) does associate in His legislation with anyone" [Kahf:26] 


“And whoever does not judge by what Allah sent down, then they are 
kaafirun.” [Maida:44] 


The names and attributes of Allah is where it issues forth from, with terms 
such as al-Hakam, al Adl, al-Mutakabbir, al-Malik 
and al Adl. To deny Tawhid al-Haakimiyyah is actually Ilhaad This is when 
someone denies the meaning of one of the names of Allah. 
The person may denounce just the name, or the name and the title 
together. 
This is a sign of one of the deviant groups in Islam, like the Jahmiyyah. 


“And for Allah are the most beautiful names. So call on him 
by them and stay away from those that do Ilhaad in His names. They will 
be rewarded for what they did.” [Araf : 180] 





Ibn Abbas said in his tafsir regarding this verse, ‘They have made shirk.’ Some 
argue by saying, “We believe in the names Hakam, but we don’t believe in the 
Haakimiyyah”, like some people say today. But this argument is the same for 

those who say, “We believe in Allah, but we don’t believe in Uluhtyyah.” 
This is unacceptable, as you must believe in the name, as well as its’ implication. 
And to actually go forth and deny Tawhid al-Haakimiyyah as a principle are very 
close to major shirk and major kufr. The reason why is that if Tawhid (the singling 
out of Allah alone) is a bid`ah, then that means that Shirk (association in) al- 
Haakimiyyah is permissible. The evidence is, 


"And He (Allah) does associate in His legislation with anyone.” [Kahf :26] 


In this verse Allah made the direct link between His Law giving legislative power 
(Haakimiyyah) and the major shirk of associating in it. Anything linked with tawhid 
could never be a bid`ah and must never be seen to be the case. Those that deny 
the term ‘Tawhid al-Haakimiyyah’ are very narrow minded, for they do not realise 
that Uluhiyyah is a term to better understand a principle just as Haakimiyyah is a 

tool. 


When we say a term, we must also have a meaning for it. And when asked to give 
an explanation, it is an Islamic responsibility to provide one for whichever 
terminology we are using. For if we are not entitled to use such terms, then our 
usage is baseless. When we say Haakimiyyah, we mean to protect the right of 
Allah that we have been entrusted with against His enemies. 





That right is the right for legislation, judging and executing the 
judgements is based on the following evidences, 


“He (Allah) legislated for you the religion.”[Shura:13] 


“Or do they have partners legislating for them a religion that Allah has not given them 
permission for at all?”[Shura:21] 


“Then we made you on a shari ah from the natural order, so 
follow it and do not follow the desires of those that do not 
know!”[Jaathiya:18] 


Notice here that Allah actually uses the word Shariah in this ayah. Thus from the very 
beginning Allah shows the association between Himself and the Shariah, which is the 
chain between Creator and creation that Haakimiyyah 
represents. 


There are hundreds of ayaat that mention that the hukm (legislation) of Allah is the only 
hukm and none other is to be accepted. To shed more light on understanding the term 
Haakimiyyah, the term means what consists of authority to set the rules of legislation or 
to set the rules. This is magnified in the name of Allah al-hakam, which is different from 
that of Al-Haakim. Al-hakam is the authority to legislate and make the rules and 
regulations for anyone that Allah pleases to rule. 


Therefore, when Al-Haakim exceeds his bounds and tries to make rules, he has gone 
to al-hakam, even though he said nothing He has still done the act. It is unanimous by 
Ahl us Sunna walJama ah that this is major Shirk, because it is an obvious challenge to 
such a unique name of Allah 





The implications of these names are that we do not allow anyone 
to share in such a title or an authority over His servants. Therefore, it is a 
mirror of tawhid to that of Uluhiyyah, which says that he is Allah . Its’ mirror 
image relation to the tawhid of names and attributes is that he is al-Hakim, 
so we come to Tawhid al-Haakimiyyah. And he is al Adl, so we come to 
Tawhid al Adliyyah (the tawhid of the most just). He is also al-Malik so we 
can say Tawhid al-Mulkiyyah (the tawhid of Allah’s legislated dominion), 
this is all to execute our duties toward this tawhid. However we say it, it all 
has to do with the legislation of Allah Likewise, Tawhid al-Uluhiyyah (the 
tawhid of the divinity of Allah) is sometimes called Tawhid al Ibaadah (the 
tawhid of worship), at other times Ilaahiyyah (the tawhid of divine existence 
in divinity) and in other places `Ubudiyyah (the tawhid of the one deserving 
slavery in worship from His creation). 


And in Shari`ah terms, it is understood that the opposite of tawhid is shirk 
(polytheism), thus to go against tawhid and to violate it would cause the one 
that perpetrated the act to becomea a mushrik (polytheist). Likewise, to 
obey and to serve is also a part of tawhid, so anyone who would obey 
another besides Allah in regards to the matters of halaal and haraam 

would be guilty of obeying other than Allah, which is also shirk. 





This is how we understand the verse below, 
“And if you obey them, you are mushrikun (pagans).”[Anam:121] 


Al Haafiz Ibn Kathir (R.A) explained this ayah, 
“If you leave the rule of Allah and his Shari`ah for the statements of anybody 
else this is the real shirk. As Allah says, 


They have taken their rabbis and priests as lords besides 
Allah.’[Tawba:31] 


Imaam Tirmidhi (R.A) made tafsir of the ayah by explaining it with the incident of 
‘Adi ibn Abi Haatim, in which he said of this ayah, ‘O Messenger of Allah, they 
did not worship them.’ Then he said, ‘they certainly did. They made halaal for 
them the haraam and made the haraam on them the halaal and they obeyed 
them. That is how they worshipped them.’ 

[Tafsir alQuran al Azim, V. 2 under tafsir of this ayah] 


Shaikh Muhammad al-Amin ash-Shanqiti (R.A) ,when mentioning this ayah, 
made the following comments on it, 

“Thus it is made clear that they are pagans by their obedience to them (those 
who legislate), and this association of partners is in obedience (ta`aa), and 
following the legislation that contradicts and opposes what Allah has legislated, 
it is in its design, for the worship of Shaitan.” 

[Adwaa’ ul Bayaan Tafsir Qur'an bil Qur'an, V.4, page 65] 





This ayah, along with Surat ut-Tawba, ayah 31 really 
exemplifies to the hilt shirk of obedience as covered above. What makes this ayah so 
important is that obedience and imaan are closely related. This is why Allah negates 
the imaan of not just those who legislate, but those who willingly follow the legislators 

in major shirk as well. 


Imaam al-Qastalaani (R.A) clarifies some of the reasons for the 
revelation of this ayah, 
“It is not really that what you believe in, it is what you have 
according to your heart. (It is not) according to what you believe of the verses or not 
without you applying and obeying the rule. The sign of your belief is to follow and 
submit, otherwise it is not submission.” 
[Irshaad-us-Sari vol1. Page 82] 


Shaikh ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (R.A) explains why it is so important not to even obey 
the legislators, much less to approach legislation, 

“It is known that imaan is accepting. Iqraar (establishment of The principle) is 
something that you believed in the command and the work of the heart, which is 
obeying. This is to believe in what the Messenger has delivered and to follow him in 
whatever he has ordered. The people should, when they accept Allah do as much as 
possible, which means that they announce Allah and worship Him And kufr means 
non belief, non-practising and non-following, whether it has denouncing, arrogance, 
denial or turning away. Whatever does not come into the heart, whether in the belief 
or in the following, he is a kaafir. 

[Al-Imaan al-Awsaat page 180-181] 





Sheikh Ibn Qayyim al Jawziyyah (R.A) informs us that imaan is not just based on belief, but 
in the action that follows it, which is based on obedience, 


“Imaan is not only what you believe in the heart, it is the belief that must have following and 
obeying. Hidaayah (guidance) is not that you know the truth, but that you know the truth and 
follow it" 

"But Hidaayah (guidance) and Tasdiq (truthfulness and certainty in the news) however, 
means to know it and to work accordingly with it. Even if some of the people call knowledge 
Hidaayah, it (knowledge) is not the real Hidaayah that makes a person guided. And also 
when belief in the matter (news) is concerned, it is not belief which includes the imaan,” 

[Kitaab us-Salah vol. 9, Page 20] 


“Then if you dispute in something, take it back and return it to Allah and His Messenger, if 
you believe in Allah and the Hereafter. That is good and the best interpretation.”[Nisa:59] 


Al `Allamah Ibn Kathir says in tafsir of this ayah, 
“And this is an order from Allah that everything we quarrel about, we should send it back to 
find the original and this is from the root or the branches of the religion. It must be sent back 
to Allah and His Book and the Sunnah. As Allah said in the other ayah, “Then if you dispute 
in something, take it back and refer it to Allah and His Messenger.” 


“Whatever the Qur'an and Sunna have made a rule about and witness that, this matter is the 
truth (haqq). What then is after the truth except misguidance? Then the ayah continues, “ If 
you believe in Allah and the hereafter.” 


“Send back all this ignorance and quarrelling to the Qur'an and Sunna if you believe in Allah. 
This is a proof that those who do not rule in their quarrel by the Qur'an and Sunnah, they are 
not believers in Him nor the Hereafter.” 

[Tafsir ulQur'an alAzim vol 1, page 518] 





Imam Ibn Jareer At-Tabaree (R.A) 

“Allah ta’ala says, whoever conceals the Hukm of Allah, which He revealed 
in His Book and made it a law between the slaves — so he hides it and rules 
with other than it like the Hukm of the Jews concerning the married 
fornicators with whipping of the guilty and blackening their faces and 
concealing the Hukm of stoning and like their judging upon 
some of their murdered with full blood-money and some with half of their 
blood-money. And concerning the noble people, they would have Qisaas but 
the commoner would only get the blood money. But Allah made all of them 
equal in the Tauraat: ...such are the Kafirun. They are the ones who 
concealed the truth, which was upon them to uncover and 
make clear. And they hid it from the people and they showed something 
different to the people and they judged according to that (changed Hukm) 
because of a bribe they took from them.” — [Tafseer Al-Tabaree”, Vol. 4/592] 


Imam Ibn Hazm al-Andalusee (R.A) 
“Whoever rules by the Gospel in issues where there is no text from 
revelation in the Sharee’ah of Islam, then he is a Kafir Mushrik outside of 
Islam.” [Ihkaam al-Ahkaam Fee Usool al-Ahkaam”, 5/153] 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (R.A): 

“Whenever a person makes halal what is haram by consensus or makes 
haram what is halal by consensus or replaces the Sharee’ah that is agreed 
upon by consensus, then he is a Kaffir by the agreement of the scholars 
of Fiqh.” — [Al-Fataawa”, Vol. 3/267] 





Imam Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah (R.A): 

“(A taghoot is) every one who exceeded his limits (whether he is) 
worshipped, followed or obeyed. So, the taaghoot of any people is the one who they 
make as a judge besides Allah and His Prophet, or worship him except Allah, or follow 
him without taking any consideration of Allah, or bobey him in a matter where they do not 
know it is an obedience for Allah. Whosoever does not judge or turn to what the 
Messengers of Allah brought for judgement is eventually following a (false) deity.” — 

[E laam Al-Muwaaqi’'een,” vol. 1/50] 


lon Kathir (R.A) :So whoever leaves the clear Shari'ah, which was revealed to 
Muhammad Ibn Abdullah, the Seal of the Prophets, and takes the Hukm to other than it 
from the laws of Kufr which are abrogated, he has disbelieved. So what about the one 
who takes the Hukm to the ‘Yasiq’ (the law of the Tartars which mixed Shari'ah rulings 
with invented rulings) and puts it before it?! Whoever does that, he has disbelieved by the 
Ijmaa’ of the Muslims.” 
[Al-Bidaayah wa Nihaayah”, Vol. 13/118-119] 


Shaykh Hammad Ibn ‘Ateeq an-Najdi (R.A) 

“And the Fourteenth Matter is Taking the Hukm to Other than the Book of Allah and His 
Messenger. ” And then he mentions the Fatwaa of Ibn Katheer under the Ayah: “Is it the 
Hukm of Jahileeyah which they seek?”, which we have narrated earlier. Then he said, 
“And like this is what the general people of the Bedouins and those like them fell into with 
regards to taking the Hukm to the customs of their forefathers and that which their 
ancestors established from the accused customs, which they label ‘The Sharee’ah of 
Reefawah’ they put it before the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger. So 
whoever does that; then he is a Kaafir and it is Waajib to fight him until he returns to the 
Hukm of Allah and His Messenger.” — [Majmoo’at At-Tawheed “, p. 412] 
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